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i loee ol ecilse-weight heparin, fare
in comparson

In this industry-suppaorted soudy,
investigntors compared treatment with
eroxapars { throughout hospltalizaion}
versus UTFH Cfor 248 hours) in mone
than 20,000 patients wicth STEMI who
wre statcd For thrombaolysis A 30
days, death or nonfaal cecurrent M1 had
oceurred significantly bess often in the
enoxapirin group than in the UFH protig
(9% ya 12,.0%), However, major blccd-
tng was shrnificanthy more Commeen i
the enaxaparin growp (2.0% vs, L4%N)
The combined salety-and-efficacy end-
polon of death, nonlatl recurrent M,
and neoafata)l ntracranial hemorrhage
accirred sgnificantly less often in the

enoxaparin group than in the UFH
group { 101% va 12.2%]

Communt:

Comparest with UFH, enoxaparin
throughout hospitslization was asso-
ciated with better clinical oot cormes. As
an cditorialist notes, because of the po-
tengial difference in duration of therapy,
this studdy wis ot a brue head-to-head
comparison befween the (W agents.
However, the resubis do provide gond
evidence that enoxaparin, given during
incident hospiialization, is associaicd
wirth fewer lschemic events, albeit ag
the cost of incressed risk for beeding.

— Kirsten E Flelschuann, MDD, MPH
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Failure of One Type

of Stem-Cell Therapy
for Acute MI

!I.'p:rl.nwnr.njn ardmals gnd hudmnans

have sugpested that seme types of
stem cclis can replace dead myocardial
cells after acute myocandial infarction
YVarious types of adult steem cefls — pri
marily hematoposctic stem cells — have
ooy wrsed, Peciese thesy’ aee soomach
cisder tooobtain then embryonic siem
celis, in some procedures, they are in-
peeted into injured myocardiam or (o
fused through the corenary areries.

In several small ancorielbed irals,
peseiichars have reported enconraging
peslis from & masch simpler approscl
= infusions of granmlocyte Colomy -
sthinuluting Bctor (G-C5F). Such infu-

| sions mobllize large numbers of hemato-
| poietic stem cells, which then home to
imjured] nayocandial vssue, A German
group has nowy conducted & rmmcdanm
fweil, controlied triil of this therapy in
i 14 parients with 3T -segment -clevation
| acute MT who had undergine successful
reperfusion within 12 howrs. The fe-
searchers Found no Impeivement in
vemtricular funcrion or reduction of
infarct size in the G-C5F group coan-
parcd with the placeho grodp.
Bocause many types of stem ocils, and
many wiays io chemically treat amad -
liver stem cells, exia, the failuee of this
particular approach docs not signal o
death knell for all approsches 1o stem-
cell therapy in acure ML It does encoure
are slepricism wwand encouraging oo
sules that are reported from small o
unconimilled studies.
— Awnilrerny L. Komaraff MD
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Magr 1) 295 M. 1

mw-lﬁﬂﬂ-‘d
hmn:ﬁﬁmﬂw mechanism for

| ] -
| This prospective cohort sudy from the
LK, provides ome cxplanation
Inwestigainrs evaluned 1{-poacillos-
for 1013408 men and
| women (age range, 55-55) who wene

| orecrudted From 1985 w 1988, During
this time, -reporied work - related

sress wiks measiied on four occisions
using sMandanfized questionnaines, Pres
ence ol the metabolic syodrame, de-
floed as peesence of theee or more risk
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New Insights into
Amyloid-[} and Memory
Ithough the theory wis controryer:
sinl when we firsi reported it in
Jotermed Weakcl [ JW Nov 15 19940, p. 74,
and Scfence 15990 25002700, it is widehy
pecepied now hat the accumulition
of amyloit- (Al protein i3 2 cose of
Alzheimer disexse (ADD). Yet, the oorme-
lation between AP concentrition and
memory defichs bs inconsistent, Por ex-
amprle, mice that have boen gonctically
engineered 1w overprodoce AR develop
mempary problems by ghow & months of
age; these memory deficits plaveaw umiil
about 15 months of age amd then wor-
scn, However, total scoumulation of Af
fibeils or plagues in mouse briins does
ot correlate very well with the exient
of memory deflcits.

Knowing that different size fragments
ol A appregate into chinps of different
sizes, 3 mult-instipuional U8, team
looked o see Il fragments of any spe.
cific size might cornelate closely with
development of memary deficits, They
found that a fragment called AR*56 dicd
just that. Moreover, when that (regment
(bt ok fragments of other sizes or
safine control solutions) was injected
imo rit brains, the animals develoged
meminry deflcits,

These ndings suppaort the by pethesis
that Af} plays a causal role in AD. More
impartantly, they ldentily 3 specilic
fragment of A that is particalarty vital
in producing memory boss. Someday,
this Enowledge coubd lead to boitor
carfy cHagoosds of AD amd o new pre-
venlion aad (reatment siraiegies.

— Awthony L Komaraff, M



